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an eloquent freedom that opened all eyes, ears, and
hearts. People sometimes, in gathering near him, were
less anxious to make their court than to listen to his
natural eloquence, and to draw from it delicious instruc-
tion. It is astonishing with what rapidity he gained
universal esteem and admiration. The public joy could
not keep silent. People asked each other if this was
really the same man they had known as the Due de
Bourgogne, whether he was a vision or a reality? One
of M. le Dauphin's friends, to whom this question was
addressed, gave a keen reply. He answered, that the
cause of all this surprise was, that previously the people
did not, and would not, know this prince, who, never-
theless, to those who had known him, was the same now
as he had ever been; and that this justice would be
rendered to him when time had shown how much it was
deserved.

From the Court to Paris, and from Paris to the prov-
inces, the deputation of the Dauphin flew on rapid wings.
However founded might be this prodigious success, we
need not believe it was entirely due to the marvelous
qualities of the young prince. It was in a great meas-
ure a reaction against the hostile feeling toward him
which had been excited by the cabal, whose efforts I
have previously spoken of. Now that people saw how
unjust was this feeling, their astonishment added to
their admiration. Everybody was filled with a senti-
ment of joy at seeing the first dawn of a new state of
things, which promised so much order and happiness
after such a long confusion and so much obscurity.

Gracious as the King showed himself to M. le Dau-
phin, and accustomed as the people grew to his gracious-
ness, all the Court was strangely surprised at a fresh
mark of favor that was bestowed one morning by his
Majesty on this virtuous prince. The King, after having
been closeted alone with him for some time, ordered his
ministers to work with the Dauphin whenever sent for,
and, whether sent for or not, to make him acquainted with
all public affairs; this command being given once for all.

It is not easy to describe the prodigious movement
caused at the Court by this order, so directly opposed to